	Main processes leading to speciation



	Geographical isolation e.g. different islands or separated by barriers such as mountains or rivers.



	Variation of phenotypes (characteristics) will already be present in the populations as a result of random mutations.



	The different populations are exposed to different selection pressures (biotic e.g. predation, disease, competition and/or abiotic (environmental) factors e.g. temperature).



	Different (advantageous) alleles may be selected for in each different environment. 



	This alters the frequency of alleles within the different populations.



	The gene pools remain separate with no interbreeding between members of the different populations.



	This occurs over a long period of time and eventually members of the different populations are unable to interbreed to produce fertile offspring, i.e. they have become separate species.




